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ONE YEAR LATER
Student reflects on life after Katrina
JlobiD Phelps
Contributing writer

photo courtesy <lf Dionne Christophe

Dionne Christophe lived in New Orlean's Ninth Ward, one of the areas hardest hit by Hurricane Katrina In
August 2005. Ayear later. Christophe attends Murray State with a maJor In nursing.

For most students, a quick trip home for
Labor Day weekend means a return to a soft,
spacious bed and a stocked refrigerator pure relaxation.
But for nursing major Dionne Christophe,
returning home to New Orleans was anything
but.
"I've been back home two times (since
Hurricane Katrina)," Christophe said. "It was
so bad with the toxins that I could not go to
certain areas. It wasn't the place that I left. ...
I cried again, but I didn't want to get myself
into a panic attack. I had to pull myself out of
that place."
This month marks the one-year anniversary of Hurricane Katrina, and Americans

continue to struggle with the devastation the
catastrophic storm left behind. Finding new
homes, furniture, clothing, chUdcare and jobs
arc a few aspects of life for which Katrina
victims have had to search.
Few Murray State students can testify ftrsthand to the distress Katrina caused. Hut
Christophe remembers vividly.
She was among the multitude of refugees
forced to start over. Before Katrina.
Christophe, now 36, lived in New Orleans
with her family. She worked as an agency
nurse. made $63,000 annually and earned a
spot on Nunez University's Dean's List.
Once Katrina bit, Christophe and her children. ages 12 years. 7 years and 4 weeks, were
forced to retreat from their home to a convention center where conditions were less

see
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Governor
Regent
EiDlly Wudmer
News Editor
After more than a month of waiting,
Gov. Ernie Fletcher appointed a new
member to the Board of Regents, but I
questions
remain
regarding the legality of the appointment.
Judge Jeff Taylor,
a member of the
Kentucky Court of
Appeals,
was
appointed to the umember Board Sept.

2.
His six-year term
begins immediately.
Terry
Strieter,
Faculty Regent, said
Judge Jeff
a majority of the
Taylor
seven-member board
is required to select nominees.
Three of the members voted in favor of
the list, two voted against, one abstained
and one was not present.
"There are some problems with the
appointment," Strieter said. "It may not
be a legal appointment. We have to check
with the general counsel."
Fletcher said in a press release that he
was pleased Taylor accepted the
appointment.
"Judge Taylor is highly respected by
those in legal circles as well as in the academic community," Fletcher said. ''He
has been a steadfast supporter of Murray
State University, and I am delighted he
will be able to continue his service in this
capacity."
Student Government Association President and Student Regent Scott Ellison
said he is eager to get Board meetings
underway.
"We're a fun Board that gets along very
well, and I can't wait to meet (Taylor);
Ellison said.
Taylor, a Murray State alumnus, has
also served on the dean's advisory board
for the University's school of business
and the Racer Foundation.
Taylor was part of the third set of candidates selected by the Kentucky Postsecondary Education Nominating Committee.
The committee nominated two other
sets of three candidates in July to fill the
position vacated by former Board Chairman Don Sparks.
The first set of candidates filed a lawsuit against the governor for not appointing pne of them to the Board.
The fi!st Board of Regents meeting is
Sept. 29.
Board Chairwoman Marilyn Buchanon
declined comment and Jeff Taylor could
not be reached by press time.
'Emily Wuchner can be reached at
emily. wuchner@murraystate.edu.
For more information on the pending
lawsuit, visit thenews.org.

Students now have the chance to set the
records straight
Or mess them up.
Through Wikipedia.com. an online encyclopedia, users may write articles which arc
published on the Web site for public access.
Users, known as English editors, may
change or add information on existing articles.
While most provide accurate, detailed
accounts of events and subjects, other users
take advantage of the amenities Wlkipedia
has to offer by changing information to make
it inaccurate. If detected. the pages contain-
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ing the false information may be locked and
made unreadable.
Charles Robins, sophomore from Water
Valley, Ky., said he uses Wikipcdia every
week when he receives assignments. He fmds
the sources listed at the end of the article very
helpful.
"I think it is a very good source," Robins
said. "I guess if you looked at the books at the
bottom it would be the same (information)."
Robins said he has not posted or edited any
information on Wikipedia but plans to do so
in the future.
Dakota Huey, freshman from Highland, lll.,
said he uses Wildpcdia to research schoolrelated topics and has even discovered new
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Student shatters glass pane in White College
Staff Report
Ryan Payne, junior from
Owensboro, Ky., has heard
a few cracks about his
recent trip through the
front glass pane of White
College, but fortunately for
him, that was about all the
harm done.
In the early morning of
Aug. 27, Payne fell into the
glass emblazoned with the
White College Sharks logo
between the two front
doors, partially shatte.ring it.

"I've heard about three stories so far. One of them
is that I ran to Wai-Mart to get away from the cops.
I know that one isn't true."
Ryan Payne
junior. Owensboro. Ky.
The glass remained boarded
up for about a week. and
was replaced with a gray
plate Monday, Payne said.
Public Safety Major Jody
Cash said officers located
Payne about an hour after
the incident was reported
and transported him to

Murray-Calloway County
Hospital via ambulance.
where he was treated and
released.
"Honestly, 1don't remember exactly how it hap·
pened,"
Payne
said.
"(Regarding injuries), it
wasn't that bad. I cut my

thumb, and there were a few
scratches on my arm."
Payne said he is being
charged for the replacement
of the glass, but he doesn't
know the exact amount yet.
Tommy Kimbro. supervi:o:or for building and trades,
said the plate currently in
the window will be replaced
with tempered glass within
the next two weeks, costing
less than $200.
All replacement, by state
law, must be with tempered
glass, be said, since when it
is broken it breaks into

harmless bits rather than
shards.
Regarding the cause of
the accident. two friends
with Payne told him that it
was "kind of between a trip
and a fall, 1 can't remember
all the details.... I was a little
intoxicated."
There is at least one detail
Payne knows.
"I've heard about three
:;tories so far," Payne said.
"One of them is that 1 ran to
Wai-Mart to get away from
the cops. I know that one
isn't true."

campus briefly
-oolice beat

News Editor: Emily Wuchner
Phone: 809-4468
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Thursday, Aug. 31

Caitlyn Dunnagan/The Nf!Ws

l oqan Smith, sophomore from Smithland, Ky., has his blood drawn during the American Red Cross
monthly blood drive Wednesday in the Currls Center.

Center provides tutoring
for students during fall

form sacred music at 3:30p.m. Wednesday•at Murray's First United Methodist
Church.
Black and Taylor's CD, "Then Sings
· My Soul." will be on sale for $16, with all
proceeds going toward Taylor's scholarship fund for Murray State piano students.

Free tutoring began Tuesday on the
first floor the Lowry Center for the fall
semester. No appointment is required
for tutoring. The last day for tutoring is
Dec. 7.
For additional information including
the times and subjects for which tutoring is available, contact the Lowry Center at 809-2392.

1&.55 a.m. A caller from Waterfield Library reported a suspicious package left near the circulation desk. The package was a
luncbbox that apparently bad
been left accidentally. T he officer left the package at the location for the owner to retrieve.
2:22p.m. A caller from Faculty
Hall reported a medical emergency. Emergency Medical Services was notified. The subject
was having inner ear problems
and refused transport. Health
Services was notified. The subject went to Health Services to be
examined.
9:19 p.m. A resident adviser
from Richinond College requested an officer for information
regarding alcohol in residential
rooms.
11:11 p.m. A resident adviser
from Richmond College reported
a resident was plugging something in an electrical outlet when
it sparked. The power went off in
the room. The Murray Fire
Department and Central Plant
inspected the outlet. Central
Plant replaced the faulty outlet.
The state fire marshall was notified.

Sigma Chi receives award
for major improvements
Sigma Chi's national organization
awarded them the premiere recognition,
the Peterson Significant Chapter Award,
for the 2005-06 school year. It is the fust
time the chapter claimed the award
since 1991-92.
In addition, the chapter received the
James F. Bash Significant Improvement
Award, given to chapters showing major
improvements in chapter operations.
"I believe that there were a number of
reasons we won the Peterson this year,"
former chapter adviser Rob Binford
said. "There were many years prior
wbere we came close, but it wasn't until
we 'changed the way Sigma Chi viewed
itself that we truly rose to the occasion."

Aerobic instruction class
available for students
An informational meeting will be held
at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday in the multipurpose room of the wellness center for
students interested in being certified in
aerobics by the Aerobic and Fitness
Association of America. The class will
teach students how to instruct an aerobics class. The class will be geared
toward students of all skill levels.
at
Contact
Katie
Fowlkes
katie.fowlkes@murraystatc.edu for more
information.

Music professor debuts
music from new album

Emily Wuchner, news editor. compiles
Campus Briefly. If you would like to submit information for Campus Briefly, phone
809-4480.

Marie Holifield Taylor, retired music
Murray State music professor, and Randall Black, professor of music, will per-

Friday, Sept. 1
12:1.2 a.m. A subject in Regents

College was found with alcohol.
1:01 a.m. A caller from Hester
College reported two subjects on
the roof. The subjects were
escorted off the roof. Central
Plant was notified to secure the
door.
1:40 a.m. A caller from Regents
College reported being harassed
by an acquaintance. A report was
taken.
10:17 a.m. A caller from Alexander Hall requested Emergency
Medical Services. EMS was notified. The subject had fallen and
possibly broken his ankle. EMS
transported the subject to the
Murray-Galloway County Hospital.
3:32 p.m. An employee reported
someone had written a message
in fecal material on the wall in
Room 300 of Faculty Hall. Offi.
cers could not respond to the
scene because it bad been
cleaned already.
3:51 p.m. A caller reported a subject riding a gator-type vehicle
around the residential college
area. The officer did not make
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contact with the subject, who
was gone upon officer arrival.

propped open.

Tuesday, Sept. 5

Saturday,Sept. 2

10:17 a.m. A caller from Regents

12:54 a.m. A caller requested

assistance breaking up a party on
Miller Street. The caller reported
he could not even drive down the
street. The Murray Police
Department was advised.
8:31 a.m. A caller from the Roy
Stewart Stadium parking lot
reported an individual turning a
dog loose on the caller. The
caller stated the individual acted
like he wanted to fight. The individual was advised to leave and
keep the dog leashed.
8:40 p.m. A subject came into
the Public Safety office to find
out if any outstanding warrants
had been issued for his arrest.
The subject spoke with an officer
and was referred to the Calloway
County Sheriffs Department.

Sunday, Sept. 3
10:14 a.m. A caller from the
Equine Center reported a white
male asleep in the caller's vehicle. The officer escorted the subject back to White College. The
subject thought it was a friend's
vehicle. A report was taken.
11:10 p.m. A caller from the Price
Doyle Fine Arts Center reported
several people running up and
down the stairwell making noise.
The group was in the Quad. An
officer advised the group to stay
out of the stairwell.
11:37 p.m. A resident adviser
from Hart College requested an
officer for a loud music complaint. The resident would not
turn the music down at the
request of the resident adviser.
The problem was taken care of
by the Housing Office.

College reported a cat trapped in
a car with the windows rolled up.
The animal belongs to the vehicle owner. The owner will take
the cat to the animal shelter.
4:39 p.m. An officer reported a
driver slumped over the steering
wheel. T he Murray Police
Department and Emergency
Medical Services were advised.
Emergency Medical Services
transported the subject.

Wednesday, Sept. 6
12:21 a.m. A caller from Eliza-

beth College requested to speak
with an officer about a student
being assaulted in Paducah,Ky.
The subject was referred to the
Paducah Police Department.
Counseling and Testing was
notified. A report was taken.
12:15 p.m. A caller from Franklin
College reported recetvmg
harassing e-mails. A report was
taken.
3r03 p.m. A caller from the Residential College Circle reported a
person placing a duffel bag under
a vehicle. An officer found the
owner. The bag belongs to the
owner. The owner put the bag
under the vehicle wbUe be ran
into Winslow.
11:13 p.m. Two motorcyclists
riding south of Racer Arena
received a verbal warning for
riding through in the mall area.

Motorist assists - 1
Racer escorts - 3
Arrests - 1

Monday, Sept. 4
12:04 a.m. A caller from the mall

area reported a suspicious individual in the mall. The subject, a
resident of College Courts was
walking.
2:16 a.m. A caller from the Murray-Calloway County Emergency
Room reported unwanted sexual
contact by an acquaintance. A
report was taken.
10:47 p.m. A caller from the
Pric~ Doyle Fine A rts Center
requested an officer unlock the
instrument locker on the third
floor. The officer reported all of
the doors at the entrance were

Emily Wuchner, news editor, compiles Police Beat with materials
Public Safety provides. All dispatched calls are not listed.
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WIKIPEDIA

DTRINA

From Pagel

From Pagel

bands on it.
"It's user-friendly and it
bas a wide variety of information,"
Huey said.
"You've got to be careful
of how you use it because
it's not credited and it
might not all be true."
Instead
of
using
Wikipedia as a direct
source, Hucy said he
checks information found
with other sources.
Charlotte Beahan, professor of history, said controversy began over some
postings on Wikipcdia
regarding H·Asia, a list
serve for Asian scholars.
Many of the statements
were completely inaccurate.
Beahan said although
some world history students do use Wikipedia in
papers, she recommends
using books or The New .
York Times to fmd information on events.
"I think the fmal conclusion to sum it up would be
if your students want to

use it, use it carefully; to
not accept it as the gospel
truth," Beahan said.
"Sometimes you can find
good factual information
on it."
Marcie Johnson, lecturer in English and history,
said when searching
Google, links to Wikipedia
often pop up.
Although the information on Wikipedia may be
informative and fun to
read, Johnson said information
found
on
Wikipedia should be
backed up with other
sources.
"It's like a giant conversation," Johnson said. "All
of us have been in a conversation where there is
someone who knows
things and says them, but
then we find out later they
are not true. In the same
way we have to watch
Wikipedia to make sure
the things we are reading
are valid."
Though she does not

condemn the use of
Wik.ipedia, Johnson said
better resources are available for students to use on
term papers and other
projects.
"I like very much the
spirit of it," Johnson said.
"I Uke the idea that people
who are knowledgeable in
an area can share it, but
there is no guaranteed
check on the accuracy of
the information on the
post."
The Web site combines
the words 'Wiki', which is
a Web site that allows
users to change or add
information. and encyclopedia. It was created in
2001 by Larry Sanger and
Jimmy Wales and contains
more than 1 million articles. Wikipedia is available in more than 200 languages and receives about
205 billion page views per
month.
Emily Wuchner can be
reached at emily. wuchner@murraystate.edu.

than comfortable.
"We were there, and we were
begging people for water,"
Christophe said. "It was just bad.
It was extremely bot out there
with a heat index of 108 degrees.
"I had basically given up. It
was like, I'm a nurse, an LPN, and
I can't help any of these people. I
just felt like I was failing. I was
failing as a mother, and I was failing as a nurse. I had lost all control."
From the convention center
Christophe and her children
were sent on buses to Murray.
"We didn't have anything
material-wise when we came,"
she said. "We didn't have anywhere to go, and our family was
displaced all throughout the
United States."
At Camp Woodmen of the
World, volunteers from Murray
State, local churches such as St.
John's Episcopal and Ninth
Street Tabernacle and Murray
State's student organizations
pulled together their resources
to help the displaced.
David Simmons, priest at St.
John's Episcopal Church in Mur-

tUusions ·- ·-~~sa I o n

~~9
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• Full body/ facial wax
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• Haircuts S12
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"Murray's community was
really generous about donating
goods," Simmons said.
With
approximately
150
refugees residing at Camp
WOW, a large number of people
were in a position to reconstruct
their lives.
But after the horrific events of
Hurricane Katrina, Dionne
Christophe was in a situation far
different from what she'd known.
Unlike a freshman coming into
Great Beginnings with bags of
luggage and supplies, Christophe
didn't have all of the items necessary to begin at a new schooL

Mahatma Gandhi
JohnF. Kennedy
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Moya Angelou

Manicures/ Pedicures
Shampoo, Cut & Style $22
Colors $40 and up
Highlights (foil and cap)
$36 and up

(sr~ial $10 novv until Sept 30}

Are You Next?

Next to August Moon • Walk-ins Welcome
Or Call 767·0000 for Appointments
Hours:

Mon Fri. 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sat. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

1550 Lowes Drive Suite A
767·0000

• Comprehensive
Exams for Glasses &
Contact Lenses
• Treatment of Eye
Infections
•Most Insurance
Accepted (Including:
Blue Cross/Blue
Shield. Medicare,
Medicaid, Spectera,
Dr. Douglas w. Payne VSP. Avesis)

JOIN ~HE UNION I
Monday, September 11th
Q 4:30 p311. • Halt College' s
~
Conftprence Room
For m re information call Drt Coleman or Mr. McNally at 809-4467
~II
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753-5507
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• No Dues · ~cholarships •Cash Prizes
• Orj-Campus Debates
•Travel Teams!' State & National
•Only SMeetihgs Per Semester
• Resume & Skill Enkancement
• Membership in Your College Debate Society
Execulive;(oun$ Stutlent Officers
"'-""-'-=-April Payne, President
Chelsie Zeigler, Yice~resi3ent
Michael Mclaurine, Publicity Ctioir
Eden vis, secretory,
Brian ac.k, Debate Captain .. _._.____.

In Olympic Plaza, Next to Los Portales, Murray

kate spade

wow.

Tuition and classes became an
obstacle.
"(Murray State) took our word
on the classes we needed to be
in," Christophe said. "I was taken
out of my element and placed in
another environment.
"But here at Murray, I am
becoming adjusted. I feel as
though Murray's priority is the
kids. I like it a lot here, so much
that I've gone as far as to pur·
chase a bouse here in Murray."
The benevolent efforts of the
campus community to refugees
are a point of pride for Vice President of Student Affairs Don
Robertson.
"We went out to see if any displaced residents had any interest
in coming to school," Robertson
said. "We provided them the
financial assistance and resources
to make (attending Murray State)
a reality.
"These students on campus, I
think, provided an awareness to
our (Murray's) student body. The
university responded in a very
positive way."
Robin Phelps can be reached at
robinj.phelps@murraystate.edu.

Great Speakers...

MSU Student 10 Discount

DIOR

ray, aided in processing refugees
by tilling out FEMA applications
via the Internet.
"We had refugees coming in
from the Superdome," Simmons
said. "I remember a woman that
had been separated from her
three children in Houston,
Texas. There were a lot of frustrated people that came through,
but people there were thankful."
Along with technical assistance, doctors, nurses and local
volunteers provided aid at Camp

RA L PH

Serengeti
Tommy Hilfiger
.BURBERRY Tommy Bahama
RALPH LAUREN

·'Quality Eyecare fOr the Entire Fa11 11}. ·'

The Murray State Speech & Debate Union
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Opinion Editor: Rockelle Gray
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Change not always for better
Gas

prices~

The staff editorial is the majority opinion of the editorial board of The Murray State News. The editorial board is
composed of all section editors.
Freshman residential college residents may not have noticed anything,
• but many upperclassmen are complaining about the 25-cent rise in the
cost of laundry.
Last year, it cost $1 to wash clothes
and 75 cents to dry clothes. The 25
cents hike affected the cost of drying
clothes.
The Housing Office was notified of
the increase this summer.
The company which owns and
repairs the washer and dryers in the
residential colleges increased the cost
from 75 cents to $1 because of the
· price of gas and cost to repair the
machines.
The University blames the amount
of clothes students put into the washer and dryer for the increase in
repairs.
However, the University may have
underestimated the number and use
of machines compared to the amount
of students in residential colleges.
If there are only two machines on
each floor or in some cases, two
machines every other floor of the residential colleges, then it can cause
• . ,.
timing and availability conflicts
between students who fill the colleges.
· . According to the 2005~06 Murray
State Fact Book, there were 3,206 student living ifl the residential colleges
in fall 2005 and 2,806 in spring 2006.
With capacity at about 100 percent
for the academic year, the need for
repairs is understandable.
Many students probably try to stuff

repairs cause laundry cost increase
their white and colored clothes into
two loads or less, so they are not taking up too much time and now, not
paying the extra 25 cents.
At the end of the semester, the
extra 25 cents can add up.
If students live in the residential
colleges for all17 weeks this semester
and do two loads of laundry once a
week, each student will pay $68 a
semester.
That is a $8.50 difference from the

cost of laundry last year.
This amount may seem trivial compared to cost of tuition or housing,
but it is something students must
budget.
Besides the hike, the amount of
clothing placed in the machines
should also be considered because it
can be the reason for the repairs.
Typical loads for one week might
include seven shirts, seven pants,
seven pairs of undergarments, seven

pairs of socks and seven sets of pajamas.
If these are put in one load, it can
cause the machine to break down.
The University should be aware of
these problems and look for solutions.
Buying more machines and lowering the cost of laundry prices could
eliminate some of the problems residential colleges will face this academic year.
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College Courts ~esigned for families,
other residents' needs neglected

what do you think•••
Where should the University spend money next?

..

"Reducing international student's fees."

The staff editorial is the majority
opinion of the editorial board of
The Murray State News. The editorial board is composed of all
section editors.

Jherilee Palacio • Belize
junior

College Courts residents have
been voicing concerns about furnishings missing from their
"I think Murray State should build
rooms.
a parking garage."
One of the complaints is the
lack
of adequate desks in each
Amanda Morris • Henderson, Ky.
apartment.
junior
·
I According to the Housing
Office, College Courts were built
with the primary reason of hous111 think Murray should spend their money
ing full-time married couples.
on an observatory." .
Therefore, it seemed one desk
1 would be sufficient.
1 However, many different
Jesse Schreiner· Mayfield, Ky.
, groups of people now the apartfreshman
ments.
These groups include graduate
1
students, students 21 years old
and older, non-traditional stu"Dedicate resources to keep the library
dents and other students granted
open 24 hours.''
permission from the Housing
Office.
Sunkee Song • South Korea
The Housing Office is trying to
freshman
accommodate College Courts
residents.
Jonathan Burris/contributor I
Interim Director of Housing
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David Wilson said housing will
provide an additional desk if tenants make a request.
Shouldn't housing put desks in
those rooms once they know
how many people will occupy
the apartment?
These apartments are supposed to be fully furnished.
Residential colleges have two
desks per room, therefore its res-
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idents are both given a place to
do homework or store laptops or
desktops.
Shouldn't housing have
thought 'about this inequality
between students?
Along with the much-needed
upgrades College Courts are
awaiting, desks should be placed
in each room before residents
move in.

Write to us
The tolurray State News welcomes commentaries atld letters to the edrtor. lette~ should be 300 words or
less. Contributors should Include phone numbers for venficatlon. Please include hometown. classification. title
or relationship to the UnJve~ity. Commentaries should be limited to 600 words. The Murray State News
reserves the riQhl to edit for style,lenqth and content. All contlibutions should be turned in Wednesday or each
week via e-mail or thenews.orq.

The Murray State News strives to be the Univef'Slly convnunlty's soorc! for information. 01/r ooal isto present
that fnfonnation in a fair and unbiased manner and provide a free and open forum for expression and debate.
The Murray State News is a desionated public forum. Student edrtors have authority to make all content decF
slons without censorship or advance approvaL The paper offe~ a hands·on leamrng environment for students
interested in journa&sm. The carrc>us l)fess should bf free from censorship and advance awoval of copy and its
editors should develop their editorial and news policies. The Murray State News is prepared 111d edited by students. The r~nt copy is free. Additional copies are available for 2S cents at mWilson Hall
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SHOW SO(Y)t
RESPECT [

You created
your own
.
.
?
reIIglOO.
Last year, I wrote a column titled
"What if ... Sin·did not exist?"
I received many
responses on the
topic - both positive
and negative.
One person even
asked me whether I
actually believed sin
did not exist or if it
was just part of the
hypothetical nature of
my column.
At the time, I was
not ready to answer
that question because
I was trying to figure
out exactly what I
believed. All I knew
L...:.-.---'----........1 was that I was having
serious doubts about the concept of sin.
I wondered if I was going through a
phase and whether I would eventually
revert to my Baptist roots.
I have discovered it was not a phase.
In fact, I have found the spiritual outlet
that I will continue for the rest of my
life.
It doesn't have a name, but many may
recognize some of the words I use to
describe it, such as "God's plan" or "destiny."
I believe before we are created in
human form, we are souls among God.
We make a plan for our lives with our
creator.
We choose who we are going to marry,
where we are going to go to school and
who our parents will be. We plan the
mundane tasks of everyday and even
choose when we will die.
Once the plan is ftnalized, we are sent
into this world to live our lives and figure out the plan as we go along.
Have you ever had a moment of deja

'

1
I

Facebook changes get student reaction
In My
Opinion

vu?
This is what I call "realizing your
plan." These are glimpses into our personal plans.
So. why have I changed my religion?
Because I don't believe in sin. I don't
believe in accidents.
I don't believe God plays pick-andchoose with who goes to heaven and
who goes to hell.
In fact, I believe everyone goes to his
or her own heaven like in the movie
"What Dreams May Come."
I think your eternal life is also planned.
Many may say this eliminates free will.
This is not the case.
Because we don't know what is in our
plan, we don't know the choices we are
going to make.
I have always found it hard to believe
in sin because I don't think God judges
anyone.
It seems like each time I read sections
of the Bible in which God is punishing
someone, I am left feeling empty.
My God, who I believe is the only God,
is not angry and does not punish.
He designed this world to be perfect
and when we make our plan with Him, it
must be purposeful.
I found my religion is centered around
fmding one's purpose in life.
My purpose in life is to love deeper
than I thought I could and to accept and
understand things I cannot.
After one of my friends died at 18
years old, r found this religion more
comforting than any of my previous
beliefs.
At the time, I could not figure out in
my heart why God would take him so
early.
My father was trying to make sense of
the tragic accident for me and his explanation helped me to come to this conclusion.
He told me that maybe this was part of
God's plan. And perhaps, he had chosen
his parents because their plan was to feel
what it was like to lose a child.
When he told me this, it was like being
"saved." Out of all the explanations I had
heard and all the religions I had studied,
this is what felt right.
Since that day, I have had no regrets.
That's why I believe every decision I
make and every thing 1 do is part of my
destined plan.
Even though I have given up my Baptist connection. I do still believe Jesus
had a purpose and that was to serve as
an example of fulfilling one's plan.
Many religious leaders may read this
and worry that my soul is not in accordance with our religious covenants.
Please, don't worry about my salvation.
I feel closer to God than I ever have.
To everyone else, if you believe in
something, believe it to the core of your
being.

,Rockelle Gray is the opinion editor for
The Murray State News.

JacqueUne
Jordan
Jacqueline Jordan
is a senior
journalism major
from
Central City, Ky.

Just when we thought gossip couldn't
travel any faster on a college campus, it's
Facebook to the rescue.
I don't know if you've checked Facebook lately - oh, who am I kidding, you
have - but things are getting slightly out
of hand.
I thought Facebook was for friends, but
apparently it's also for stalkers.
If you weren't content with letting your
friends know your every move via status
updates, you're definitely set now.
Friends can see virtually every wall on
which you write, picture on which you
comment and profile change you make.
Not to mention, who has RS.V.P.'d to
which parties, who is dating whom, and
more interestingly, who's just broke up.
Let's be honest. Thanks to the invention of sites such as Facebook and
Myspace, I've wondered if I could possibly have major stalker tendencies.
I love reading my friends' updated profiles, and I've probably seen drunken
party pictures of more than half the students on this campus.
As lame as the Facebook dependency
can be, it can be just as entertaining.
As willing as I am to be the stalker, I'm

not sure that I'm ready to be the stalkee.
Why do we really need to know every
move our friends make? I don't really
care whether or not Joe Schmo from
Whatever University joined the "1 love
Pop Tarts" group or that the guy who sits
behind me in class decided to remove
"Alias" from his favorite TV show list.
I used to kill time by posting on friends'
walls, but I won't do that as much now
because I don't want to be "the girl who
has posted on every single one of your
friends' walls in the last half hour."
I know a lot of older people who think
the whole Facebook phenomenon is
rather weird.
Many of them are concerned about privacy and credit card fraud, and yet our
whole generation seems to scream, "I
updated my profllel Look at mel Look at
me!"
When ls enough attention enough?
At this rate, next month Facebook will
have us all purchasing trendy bracelets
with a computer chip in them that can
monitor our whereabouts, moods, relationships and update our proflles instantly.
I don't know about you guys. but I'm

about trendy plastic bracelet-ed out
thanks to Lance "Livestrong" Armstrong.
What's really quite sad is that all day
today, I've not heard a single person mention the war in Iraq, the price of oil or the
demise of - Crikeyl - the Crocodile
Hunter.
Most discussions on campus have been
about the changes on Facebook. It seems
ironic a networking Web site has brought
us too close for comfort, when at first we
were excited about how close it would
bring us.
Maybe it's time we see there are much
larger issues at hand which we should be
worried about, rather than who's status
just went from 'straight' to 'gay' five minutes ago.
The simple change on a silly Web site
has made me examine the things on
which J focus. and I'm not really content
with what I'm finding.
So, my fellow Facebook addicts, I chal·
lenge you to take a break from Facebook
for the rest of the week and pick a bigger
issue with which to concern yourself.
If you'd like to chat with me about one
of those bigger issues, you can, well, message me on Facebook.

Dragons conventi9n held during Labor Day
In My
Opinion

Morgan
Hardy
Morgan Hardy
is a mass
communications
graduate student
from
Nashville, Tenn.

I froze up.
The video camera's little
blinking red light taunted me.
"Go ahead," it said. "Make a
metaphysical psychobabbling
fool out of yourself."
Well, I obliged.
The stakes weren't that ·
high - just a documentary on
DragonCon, the Southeast's
Labor Day weekend bacchanal for all things alt. - culture.
Getting interviewed about
DC at DC by someone who
obviously doesn't get DC is
like a .tish being interviewed
from outside the fishbowl
about what the water tastes
like.
But if you're into Vulcan
ears, know more than two
intimate details about Joss
Whedon, wear all black and
more than four swing chains
in summer or know what the
term 'crit threat' means,
you're in the fishbowl.
And you should have been
there - Sept. 1-4 in Atlanta is
rutting season for geeks.
Yeah. mating season's four
days long. Catch them while
you can.
I didn't know what to tell
the guy. I've been to DragonCon twice out of many,

many years of existence. I'm
hardly an authority compared
to those who have been making the trek for more than 20
years, even from such farflung places as England and
Australia.
Last year, I went just for the
show, and there's plenty of
that. There is more goth chic
than you could shake a stick
(or bone) at. You could arm a
small third-world country
with the amount of Airsoft
weapons being carted around
by people who formed
impromptu imaginary police
forces and militias.
One of the most amazing
parts is the amount of "Star
Wars" storm troopers that
show up. To give you some
idea of scale, you could fit a
photo of them on the steps of
Lovett. But only if you took
five photos.
This year, I was involved in
what is easiest described as a
Dungeons & Dragons travel
team based out of Nashville,
and we descended in a pair of
cars to roll 20-sided dice for
four days, 16 hours a day.
So one observation I made
to the camera is this: There's
a separation between the

garners and the general DC
population, in part because all
tabletop gaming takes place in
one hotel, the Hilton.
Go into the Hyatt at mid·
night and it's packed with
drunkenness. elbows to ventilation holes. Go into the
Hilton and it's practically
deserted, except for the occasional scream of "Thirty
points of slashing,. goodaligned, adamantine damage
baby! Whool"
The other part of what I
babbled about is the spiritual
aspect of DC.
No one showed that better
than a physically challenged
guy I knew from Murfreesboro, Tenn. DragonCon is his
one vacation every year, and
he scrimps and saves all year
for the trip, which can easily
clock in at $750-$1,000 a person.
Why?
Well, everywhere else, he
probably gets strange looks
for his appearance.
Not so at DC.
After all, why stare at a guy
in a wheelchair when you can
stare at a girl in a chainmail
loincloth and strategically
placed electrical tape?

A sociologist would have a
field day about that aspect of
DragonCon. Why are the
physically challenged represented in a higher proportion
here than in the general population?
I'd wager that it has nothing
to do with "they're just weirder."
There may be incidental
evidence - many of the hobbies represented require less ·
mobility - but I don't think
that's the full answer.
The 25,000 people who
parade, panel, game and fetish
together are brought together
by a pervasive environment
'of acceptance.
· For one weekend in the
three largest hotels in downtown Atlanta, it's cool if you
wear a yatta leaf.
It's cool if you wear a kilt.
It's cool if you roll instead
of walk.
1 know that the majority of
readers of this are probably
thinking, "Yatta leaves?
Chainmail? Swing chains?
What the hell is this guy talking about?"
And that's OK. The water
tastes just fine, thank you
very much.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Parking permit causes problem
Being new to the area, yet entering with senior
status, I already had my handicapped tags and
place cards from the state.
Murray State chose to give me a ticket twice
for parking in handicapped zones and is demanding my doctor sign its fonn before I am allowed

to park in a space that for anyone else in the US
would be legal.
I have now been given reprieve for two weeks
to satisfy the University's demands and during
that time have been supplied a temporary Murray
State handicapped place card.
My education will enable me to live better in
the real world.

These parking tyrants need to get real
Are you telling me no one has considered valet
parking?
Glenda Williamson
Senior
Cadiz, Ky.

the news

news

6a

September 8, 2006

Department restricts phone use
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Faculty members develop guidelines
regarding cell phones
Alaina Zanln
Contributing Writer
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The room is silent.
The only sounds are pencils
scratching. the rustle of paper,
and your own thoughts drifting about in your head as you
stare at the page of multiplechoice questions.
Is it B or C - or B and C?
Suddenly, R. Kelly's charttopping hit, "Feelin' on Yo
Booty'' pierces the air.
The entire class looks up.
Phew, you're just glad it wasn't
your cell phone (you have "It's
a Small World" as your ring
tone).
Everyone, including the irri·
tated professor, watches as the
poor red-faced sap fumbles for
the silencer.
Accidental or not. cell phone
interruptions like this one
have triggered a strict cell
phone ban by the department
of theater and dance, Senior

Lecturer Robert Valentine
said.
Valentine said studying and
teaching theater requires very
intense concentration and
interruptions can tear down
minutes if not hours of work.
"The Theater Department
has been too nice for too long"
Valentine said.
This summer the Theater
Department faculty made
guidelines for classes and
rehearsals said David Balthrop,
chairman of the department of
theater and dance.
The policy went into effect
this semester and students
received a copy of the new policy with their syllabi, Balthrop
said via e-mail.
The new ban will contain
consequences for first and sec·
ond time offenders, Valentine
said.
On the first offense, the
instructor will confiscate the
cell phone until the epd of the
class.

On the second offense, the
student will be counted absent
for the day.
The third offense will lower
the student's grade, according
to the department of theater
and dance cell phone/electronic device policy.
Erin 'Lincoln. sophomore
from Louisville, is enrolled in
theater and dance 104.
She said she doesn't use her
cell phone during class unless
it is an emergency.
"l would protest a cell phone
ban," Lincoln said, "You could
get attacked on campus and
need to dial 2222, you could
call someone about a class, and
sometimes teachers call you,
too."
Across the country some
cell phone bans in middle and
high schools have been
revoked due to safety concerns.
Violence in schools and the
terrorist attacks on Sept. ll,
2001, has made school officials
reconsider cell phone bans,
according to Teaching Today.
However, students and
teachers may not always
define emergency in the same
way, Valentine said.
"Students have an unreason-

able belief that any call they
get is life or death. They're
going to die if that phone's on
or not," Valentine said. "''ve
had people, while I'm talking
to them about the execution of
their role, start texting a message to their buddy and it's
probably something about
how much gin do you put in a
martini or something absolutely critical."
Bobby Maglaughlin. senior
from
Clarksville, Tenn.•
majors in theater and said he
understands the policy.
"It's just disrespectful to
your classmates and your professors when you're sitting in
class text messaging," he said.
"It's just like why even bother
coming?"
ln the end. it seems teachers
and students both want the
same thing - an environment
where they can teach and
learn.
Said Valentine: "I have no
doubt that the quality of theater at Murray State ... will
increase when (students) start
acting with more professionalism, whether it's involuntary
or enforced."
Alania Zanin can be reached at
alaina.zannin@murraystate.edu
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Staff Report
Mter almost seven years as Faculty
Regent, Terry Strieter announced his resignation at the Faculty Senate meeting
Tuesday.
Strieter said he plans to resign from
his position to devote his time as chair of
the department of history. A newly-eleccted Faculty Regent will join the Board
of Regents Jan. L
Strieter said Ted Brown. the dean of the
college of humanities and fine arts. asked
him to consider taking the position
beginning in the fall semester. Strieter
declined beginning the position at that
time because he wanted to make the transition for president-elect Randy Dunn
easier.
"The history department has been
going through some difficult times," Strieter said. "It just seemed like the time
was right. It was inconvenient because I
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"It just seemed
like the time
was right."
Terry Strieter
Faculty Regent

as

would have liked to fmish my tenn
Regent."
Strieter said elections will be held in
late fall to determine who will finish his
term as Faculty Regent. Elections will
take place again in the spring to determine who will occupy the three-year
term.
Strieter discussed some of the topics
the Board of Regents will deliberate during the Sept. 29 meeting.

Topics on the agenda include the construction of a Tennessee Valley Authority electrical generating plant Qn campus.
Strieter said the structure would cost
over $3 million to build which TVA
would fund.
Throughout the span of 12 years, the
University would be able to pay off the
cost.
This new plant would prevent brownouts and black-outs and would automatically kick on if one were to occur.
Strieter also said the University may
consider building a new library.
While this is still in the beginning
stages, the University discontinued the
renovation of Waterfield library to
decide if it would be more cost efficient
to continue the renovations or to build a
new structure.
Strieter said the Board plans to discuss
the demolition of the old Boy Scout
Museum, as well as vote tenure for University president-elect Randy Dunn.

G
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Feeding the need to read

Plan B drug
now available
over the counter
FDAapproves 'morning-after pill;'
accessibleto men, women over 18
Amanda Crider
Contributing writer

The Federal Drug Administration approved Plan B, "the
morning-after pill", Aug. 24
for over-the-counter sales to
women and men 18 years of
age and older.
Judy Lyle, health educator
and ~taff nurse at Health Ser·
, vices, said Plan 13 is an emer·
1 gency form of birth control
that can be taken after unpro·
1
1 tected intercourse.
"It prevents the implanta·
1
tion of an unfertilized egg,''
Lyle said. "There is no fetus
Apri l McKeei/T/)f' News 1 at this point. Plan B does not
work like the abortion pill.

I

Jonathon Frederick, junior from Murray, reads In Waterfield library on Wednesday. The Honors Program 'J)Ians to buy more books for the library.

1

Honors Program raises funds for library

The Plan 8 Web site,
Go2planb.com,
reported the
1
pill is perfect for situations
that are uncontrollable, like
sexual assault and condom
breakage.
Because most doctors'
offices are closed on week·
ends and holidays. the over·
the-counter option seemed
more logical to some. It would
allow women to access the pill
in time to prevent conception.
According to MSNBC.com,
opponents of Plan B believe
wider access to the pill would
promote greater' levels of
promiscuity and unprotected
intercourse in young women.
Senior Stephanie Howe
from Homewood, Ill., is
against Plan B being over-thecounter and feels young
women might substitute it for
safe intercourse practices.
"It just gives anyone a bet·
ter reason to say ·r don't need
a condom because I have

Ashley Edwards
Contributing writer
Pocket protectors and lhick
eyeglasses come to mind
when envisioning the stereotype of a smart kid, but the
Murray State Honors Pro·
gram wants to erase that
image, starting with some
good, old-fashioned giving.
The HP saw a need for its
members to say thanks to the
University by helping it
grow. No. 1 on the list was
mending inadequacies in
University libraries, so the
HP has adopted Waterfield
Library as its charity of
choice.
HP President Jason Hinson,
senior from Cumberland
City, Tenn., has high hopes

for the new endeavor.
"The Honors Program
gains so much from the University," Hinson said. "We
get smaller classes and excel·
lent opportunities for academic development and we saw
adopting the library as a
chance to give back to the
University.
"It is the first philanthropy
the program has had in the
four years I've been here. The
program is really working
toward doing away w ith
stereotypes of what people
think of the Honors Program.
We feel giving back. to the
University can accomplish
this."
The HP allocated prize
money from two consecutive
All-Campus Sing victories to
purchase more books for the

Waterfield library.
Fundraisers to raise addi·
tional m oney to purchase
books with w ith will be held
throughout the year but are
not yet definite.
The program plans to pur·
ch ase and donate more of
those books to the library.
Ryan WaUs, sophomore
from Murray, is the HP philanthropy chairman and in
charge of coordinating a com·
mittee comprised of l2 HP
students.
"We are still getting every·
thing organized as far as what
fundr:aising we are going to
be doing and which books we
are going to buy for the
library," Walls said.
"We feel the most direct
path to improve the library is
to buy books ourselves and

donate them to the Ubrary so
the funding isn't used for
something else."
At this point, the program
has $300 from the All-Campus Sing prize to purchase
books but hopes to get much
more through fundraisers.
"Waterfield is our University library, and we as a stu·
dent body should do whatev·
er we can to allow it to flour·
ish so we can Oourish with
it," said Walls.
The philanthropy commit·
tee is meeting this week to
get fundraising planned for
this year, and advised stu·
dents to be on the lookout for
future publicity once dates
have been set.
Ashley Edwards can be
reached at ashley.edwards@
murraystate.edu

RU-486."

another back-up,"' Howe said.,.
"It seems like a cop-out, like
it's OK to be irresponsible."
Men also ate able to pur·
chase Plan B over the counter.
Other opponents of Plan B
suggest the only reason men
would purchase the pill is
their partner was either raped
or underage and not legally
able to purchase the pill.
Others worry minors are
not capable of great responsi·
bility and might use Plan B as
regular birth control instead
of an emergency alternative.
Graduate student Chantell
Waters, from Murray, said
although there should be
some sort of age restriction.
Plan B could make a huge difference in the lives of young
women.
"There are girls who are
ashamed to get help, wait too
late and have to deal with the
bigger problem: pregnancy,''
Waters said. "Girls from
low socioeconomic status
don't get to see doctors and
keep having baby after baby,"
Waters said.
"It might be easier for those
girls to get the $20 pill instead
of paying for the doctor's
office visit ...Single mothers'
lives might have been different if they had the pill."
According to CNN.com, if
Plan B is taken within 72
hours ofintercourse, pregnancy chances are greatly
reduced.
However, the sooner Plan B
is taken, the lower the risk of
pregnancy.
Amanda Crider can be reached
amanda.cr ider@mur·
raystate.edu
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Students battle laundry prices
in residential college washrooms
Emily Wuchner
News Editor

Caitlin Dunnagan/The News

MarjorieSooter, freshman from Ballwin, Mo., prepares to wash her laundry In Hester College on Tuesday. The price of laundry rose
over thesummer because of the maintenance fees Issued by the company which fixes the machines.
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service staff.
Weare
hereto
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A rise in the cost of laundry
may cause students to find
other ways to clean their
clothes.
Sophia Pratt, junior from
Mayfield, said even through the
price of laundry rose from
last year, the cost does not
affect the number of loads she
does or the how often she must
wash her clothing.
''It just means I have to think
more about paying because
that mean~ I have to cut money
from somewhcn• else," said
Pratt.
Anna Brown, junior from
Albuquerque, N. M •• said signs
notifying students of the
change were posted on her
floor in Elizabeth College.
To avoid the cost, Brown
takes her clothing to a friend's
house, but also suggests stu·
dents wash clothing at a Laundromat.
"You can get it all done in
o oe load instead of havtns :to
wait,'' said Hrown.
Some students, like Rebecca
Ramage, sophomore from
Metropolis, Ill., prefer to take
their laundry home on week·
ends.

"It's just too much of a hassle
to do laundry in the dorms,"
Ramage said. "You have to take
it down (to the laundry room),
wait on it and pay for it. It's
just easier to do it at home."
David Wilson, interim director of housing, said the price to
dry clothing rose from 75 cents
to $1 because of gas prices and
the cost to service the
machines.
Wilson said, to his knowledge, the company that services the machines, based out
of Paducah, notified the Unl·
versity of the increase and suggested the price be raised.
Wilson said the price of
laundry has only risen twice in
the 10 years he has worked at
the University.
Though there is nothing the
University can do to lower the
price of laundry, Wilson said
students should be cautious
about the amount of clothing
placed in the appliances.
Said Wilson: ul f they (students) would just usc the
machines proP.erly instead of
stuffing' too mucli laundry in
the machine, the people would·
n't have to drive down from
Paducah to fix them."
Emily Wuchner can be reached at
emily.wuchner@murraystate.edu

Immanuel Lutheran
Church
Comer of 15th and Main
Across from Sparks Hall

Pizza

FM 92.1

St.lnchw at 9 p.m..
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Salllds,
Sandwiches,
Meetln1 Rooms.
Pepsi and Coke
Products.

It's tin1e to exercise something
other than your mind..

Thnc's nothing likc- a workout to dear your head.

And, our 30-minutc workout can also cha~ your
body and your lik. Grab 30 minu~ for yourself at
Curvl:'s. It's good
for your body
and your mind.

The power co amaze yourself.•
nuv~s.conl

(270) 759-3400
602-A N. 12th Street
M urray
Or'" !J,500 l«ations wo,./Jr~~Uie.
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Not valid wid. U1f odin promotional ofl'a.
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AssJstaDt Sports Editor
After the football team's 47-7 lou in its
ftnt. game of the season apinst the Unlven!tt of Miuouri last Saturday, Head
Coach 'Matt Griftln assured Murray State
supporters bls team bad dme to redeem
itsel£
At a preu CODfereDce Tuesday, Griffin
said with only one game in the boob. the
loss column Is not somethlns to dwell on
- at least not yet.
•rve learned in my three yean as a
coacb, not to worry about it
GrilfiD
said.
But with the Racers llllklq their Ohio
Valley Conference debut tomorrow
against TeDDeiMe State, Griftln and bls
staff doean't intend to let any more 1oaes
creep into the sc:oreboob.
•Irs a new season," Griftln llid. "We've
told the kids from the •tart. we've sot 12
one-pme 1a10111. We played the beast.
the animal as we call it- preloaiOD. We've
playe4 MillourL Now the only pme on
our schedule Is Tenaessee State, that's
what we have to stay focused on."
Altbou&h Griffin said be does dot plan to
change the team's prud.ce routine this
week. be does intend to shift the emphasis
to the oft'e..t•e line. Lut weelreDd the
Racers fin1sbed with 150 yards of total
offense. wbUe MJaaa liDded 589. Out ot
the S89 total, 2$6 KCOUilted for the team's
rushing yards.
"' don't think we played well,• Griffin
said. "We came out and sot puDCbed md
we dldn't punch back. (11le offllllift lillie)
is a real sore spot for me. Tbat'l a poup I
take a lot of pride ln. That's a poup that I

DIJW:
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8D 111c1. *'line aoc ~ be tbaald\a1 tor tbat ~ llld.
aUiboJit ctae word ream.·
TOGlOI'I'OW'a pme wm be played Ill
......... of wblt 'nU ........ to the ~ Teaa., at LP l'Wd. ~ II
fleW. tM 'been .......... with tbelr tcWaW lor 6 p.m.
.._ ...,_
Aucual Boa can IJe reaciNd tat
-r1iata wJIM oar wbOle iN:ua 11: Nate

opportuatw aDd 10 plaJ. --.·

The Sports Une•••
TV Events
ESPN @ 6 p.m.
MLB Baseball
Dodgers at Mets

SIIDd.,a CBS @ 3 ML

Mea'sPbltd

......,. Soccer
@2p.m.
UT· ~ 'lbunudnent
Kllrray State v. Arkan•s State

Saturday: ABC @ 7 p.m.
College Football
Ohio State at Texas

S111ldaJa NBC @ 7 pa

l'llda.!* Vo11eyball@ 6:30 p.m.

Fr1c1arz

U.S. Open~

~State IDv1tatioDal
Murray State vs. Kent State

NPL Footbfill
Colts at Giants

•

lfjfdJ$J Q:wa CO'IDlrJ (I TBA

ClaltsYIIle. 'laD.

.
ScreamiDs BIBle IDvltatioDal
~ Pootball@ 6 p.m.

NasbvUle, nma.
Murray State at n.meuee State
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Major games
beneficial
for Racers
Why do we do it?
That's the question many Murray State
fans arc asking themselves after Missouri
ran roughshod over our Racers Saturday
to the tune of 47-7.
Is it worth the paycheck we receive to
get our butts handed to us once a year by
a Division 1-A team whose talent far
exceeds ours?
The answer is yes. Yes, we have to pay
the bills, so to speak,
and the annual drubbing makes that possible.
But it's not just
about the money that's only where we
begin to reap the
benefits we receive
from
going
up
against the Mjssouris
of the world.
First things first,
though. Murray State
made $250,000 last
Tommy
weekend by going to
Dillard
Columbia, Mo., and
serving as opening
Sports Editor
day opponent for
the Tigers. That's a lot of money, and it is
money necessary to sustain our football
program.
But I think more important than the
money is the experience the players,
coaches and even fans receive from lining
up against a Big 12 team.
Many of our players dreamed of playing college football in the SEC, Big 12, Big
Ten or one of the other power conferences in the game. Ultimately, most of
these players were snubbed by the big
schools, told they weren't strong enough,
fast enough, smart enough or big enough.
These games are their one chance to
prove they can play with the big boys,
their chance to step on the same field as
the guys who are getting airtime on ESPN
and stories written about them in USA
Today.
Now I'm not the one who bas to suit up
and take hits from guys like Missouri's
Brian Smith, but I would have to conclude
that it's somehow worth it for these guys
- just to have a shot, however remote it
might be - to be the David figure and slay
Goliath.
This game got more press and generat·
ed more pre-game excitement than probably any other game we will p lay this year
- barring a conference championship run.
It's necessary to play 0-1 teams to get
Murray State's name out there. The average college football fan is never exposed
to 1-AA programs with the exception of
once a year - when they line up against a
1-A team.
And what will our players tell their
grand kids about 50 years from now? Will
they talk about that win against Tennessee Tech or will they reminisce about
the day they sacked Missouri qua rterback
Chase Daniel, who could very well go on
to NFL stardom? I know what I'd brag
about.
You see, it's the little victories w ithin
the games that make them worthwhile.
Michael Sturgis did it. He sacked Chase
Daniel. Zach Barnard threw a touchdown
pass on the Mizzou defense. Tim Wright
returned a punt 69 yards.
The small victories arc great, but it's
the possibility of a victory on the scoreboard that really makes these games
worthwhile. And it is possible. Just ask
Montana State.
The 1-AA Bobcats from the Big Sky
Conference went into Boulder, Colo., last
weekend and handed the mighty Colorado Buffaloes a big, fat L. The score
was 19·10 and it was the biggest victory in
the history of Montana State football. It
will be entrenched in Bobcat football lore
forever.
It could happen here. It could happen
to ~· And that's why we play the games.

r----- -,....,

Tommy Dillard is the .sports editor at The
Murray State News. E-mail comments to
thomas.dillard@murraystate.edu.
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Griffins lead Racers to strong finish
Tommy Dillard
Sports Editor
"Griffm" seems to be a
popular name around Murray State these days.
Golfers Nick and Chris
join Head Footb all Coach
Matt
as
high-profile
Griffins making a name for
themselves in the Racer
athletic program.
The golfing Griffins led
the Racers to a strong
third-place fin ish at the
Wasiota Fall Kick-Off Invitational this past week, the
team's first tournament of
the season.
•
They're not related, but
their games yielded identical scores at the Pineville,
Ky., tournament. Both
notched total scores of 216,
good enough for a tie in
15th place out of 88 com petitors.
Freshman Chris Griffm
made his first rou nd his
best round in his first ever
collegiate
tournament,
shooting a three-u nder 69
on Monday. He rounded
out the tournament on
Tuesday with rounds of 74
and 73.
Head coach Eddie Hunt
said he was very p leased
with Griffin in h is first
tournament.
"He really worked hard
last year on his game, so I'm
really expecting a lot out of
Chris this year," Hunt said.
''I th ink he'll be one of the
better players in the OVC

this year as a freshman."
Griffm said it was important for him to come out
and play good at the start of
the season.
"It was a big deal for me,"
Griffm said. "It was a new
experience, playing 36
holes in one day. It was a
new atmosphere. I play in
lots of tournaments bu t not
like this."
His partner in crime,
senior Nick Griffin, shot a
team low 67 in the final
round after starting with a
72 in the first round and
struggling through a second round in which he shot

n.

"He shot even par the
first round but then the rain
caught him a little bit and
be had a bad front nine,"
Hunt said. "But then the
last day he shot a 30 on the
back side so he really did
respond welL
"I think he'll be our
leader this year, along with
Michael Craft. (Griffin) had
a really strong summer and
he's got the background to
have a really strong year."
Ju nior Jerry Price also
bad a strong showing for
the Racers, finishing 19th
while shooting 217. He shot
72 in the frrst two rounds
and finished with a 73.
Ohio Valley Conference
rival Eastern Kentucky
took the tournament, with a
total score of 830. The
Colonels return with the
better part of last year's
O VC championship team
intact.

photo courtesy ni Athletics Department

Senior Nick Griffin keeps his head down followinQ a shot at the Wasiota Fall Kick-Off Invitational this
week. The Racers notched athird-place finish In the Pineville, Ky., tournament
"We just ran into a really
hot team in Eastern Kentucky," Hunt said. "They
really p layed well. They
won the OVC last year and
have got an experienced
team coming bacJt."
Tournament host Morehead State finished second
with a total score of 851.
The Racers found themselves in a third place tie
with John Logan Community College. Northern Ken-

tucky finished in fifth while
Tennessee Tech and South·
ern Illinois took eighth and
ninth, respectively.
On the whole, Chris Griffin said he was pleased with
the squad's opening tournament performance, but
there is always room for
improvement.
"We have a young team
and we needed to sec
where we stack up," Griffin
said. "We played well, but

every one of us thought we
could have played a little
bit better. We didn•t play
up to our potential, I didn't
think."
The men travel to Richmond, Ky .. for the EKU
Classic Sept. 22, before
hosting the Murray State
Invitational at Miller Golf
Course Oct. 2.
Tommy Dillard can be

reached at thomas.dil/ard(@murraystate.cdu .

Defense helps Racers Racers open season
go 2-1 at North Florida Cross country teams pull
. ..

Tommy Dillard
Sports Editor
Defense got it done for the Racer
volleyball team in its first test of the
season last weekend.
Murray State took two out of three at
the North Florida Labor Day Classic,
scoring h ard-fough t victories over
Idaho State and Appalachian State and
falling at the hands of host and eventual champion, North Florida.
It was a milestone weekend for
Racer head coach Dave Scbwepker,
w ho notched his l OOth win at Murray
State in his team's victory again st
Idaho State Friday.
Schwepker is in his ninth season at
Murray State.
It was Schwepker's defense that
boosted his team to a 2-1 start at th e
Jacksonville, Fla., tournament, led by
sophomore libero Heather Norris.
Norris contributed game highs in
d igs for the Racers in aU three contests,
including a 33-dig opening match
against Idah o State. Sh e .added 26
against North Florida and 23 against
Appalachian State.
Norr is, who ran1ced am ong the
nation's best in digs last season, is picking up right where she left off last season, and maintaining her team focus.
"I'm not really worried about how
many digs 1 get," Norris said. "I'm just
trying to go out and do my part for the
team and help everyone else out."
Norris was named Oh io Valley Conference Defensive Player of the Week
for her performance last weekend and
Schwepker says she is only getting better.
"Heather is doing a wonderful job
for us," Schwepker said. ~We knew she
was good last year. I think she's been
working hard and she's gotten better
this year. When she's out there playing,
she plays to win."
The Racers opened the tournament
on Friday with a .3-1 win over Idaho
State. On Saturday, they fell to North

Florida Osprey by the same score.
The Racers hung with the Osprey in
the first two games, losing 30-26 and
winning 30·28 before seemingly falling
apart in the final two, losing 30-20 and
30·15.
"It was hard work for us to keep
those (first two) games that close,"
Schwepker said. "Then the third game
comes along and it was still hard. 1
think they were just expecting North
Florida to fold, and they didn't. They
kept fighting and 1 think our girls just
kind of lost heart."
Schwepker said the team learned
from the loss and played hard for a full
five games against Appalachian State. a
team Schwepker said was just as difficult a match as North Florida.
The Racers won the frrst game 30-25.
The Mountaineers countered, winning
the second game 30-27 before watching
the Racers pull ahead again in game
three. Appalacliian State sent the
match to a iieciding fifth game with a
30-22 victory in game four.
In the fifth game, things looked grim
when Appalachian State pulled ahead
ll-9, but the Racers went on a 6-1 run to
end the game with a 15-12 victory.
Schwepker said he felt like the Racers made a good showing and finally
got to see the fruits of their practice
labors.
"I was really proud of the team," he
said. "We went down there to test out
the team and we played really good
competition. It was really good for us
and I think the girls got to see where all
their work has gone and how well it
has prepared them."
The Racers head to Kent, Ohio. this
weekend for the Kent State Invitation·
al. Schwepker says the team will be
facing roughly the same level of competition they faced at North Florida.
The Racers take on Kent State today
at 6:30 p.m. before lining up against
North Carolina State and Chicago State
Saturday.

Tommy Dillard can be reached at
thomas.dillard@murraystate.edu.

8th place Belmont finish

Aaron Weare
Contributing writer
The men's and women's
cross country teams each ran to
eighth place finishes in last
weekend's Delmont cross coun·
try opener.
The men's team was led by
senior John Gon•y's time of 16
minutes, seven seconds on the
five-kilometer course.
Out of the total field of 100
runners, Gorey ran to a 28th
place finish.
"John ran hard," said men and
women's cross country ~.:oach
Dcrcck Chavis.
"We're excited to see that he
is starting the season off on a
good race."
The next Racer to fmish was
the 72nd-place runner, freshman Steven Hart.
The host team, Belmont, won
the men's race. Belmont's Colin
Magut won the race, covering
the five-kilometer race in 15:01.
OVC rivals Austin Peay finished fifth, and Tennessee State
took lOth place.
Sophomore Kristin Heckert,
who ran the four-ldlometer
course in 15:04, led the women's
team.
Out of the field ofll4 runners.
Heckert was 22nd.
Sophomore Alaina Zanin finished 43rd, and sophomore
Taylor Crawford ran to a 51st
place finish for the Racers.
Alabama-Birmingham won
the women's race. followed by
Tennessee in second.
Georgia Tech rounded up the
top three finishers.
The only other team from the
OVC to compete was Austin
Peay who ran to :t ninth place

finish.
For the men's team, Gorey
leads a young Racer bunch.
" John is our number one
guy," Dcreck Chavis said. "He's
going to lead us out there.
"I'm glad he's started the season strong and giving our
young guys an example."
Hart, the ream's No.2 runner,
missed a month of training this
summer, when he took a mission trip.
"Steven took his trip this
summer," Chavis said, "so he's
still getting his legs under him.
He will do much better as the
season goes on."
Youth is the name of the
game for the women's team.
Aside from captain Lindsey
Neeley,a senior who didn't run
at Belmont, the team is led by
sophomores Heckert and Zanin.
Both Heckert and Zanin
shaved sibrnificant chunks off
their meet times compared to
last year's Belmont meet.
"We have some freshmen in
Kayla Crossert, Kristen Miller,
and Kristin Issett who I expect
to really do well for us this
year," Chavis said.
"These girls were All-State
runners in high school, and I'm
excited for them to be in our
program."
For the Racers to achieve
what they want, these fl-cshmen
arc going to have hit their stride
at the right tinw.
"It's exciting, our freshman
are stepping up, and we're .
headed in the right direction,"
Heckert said.
The Racers next meet is the
Screaming Eagle Invitational in
Clarksville, Tenn., on Friday.
Aaron Weare can be reached at

aaron. weare@murraystatc.edu.
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College
Football
Picks

Tommy Dillard
Sports Editor
Season record: 8·2

#1 Ohio State at #2 Texas

#19 Penn St. at #4 Notre Dame

#13 Louisville at Temple

Washington at #15 Oklahoma

#16 Virginia Tech at N. Carolina

#12 Georgia at South Carolina

Pittsburgh at Cincinnati

Illinois at Rutgers

Autumn Boaz
Assistant Sports Editor
Season record: 8-Z

Rockelle Gray
Opinion Editor
Season record: 8-2

Aaron Weare
Contributing Writer
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#20 Oregon at Fresno State
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Mu"ay State University
Presents
Unity Fest
2006

PI SIGMA ALPHA
(POLITICAL SCIENCE HONOR SOCIETY)

and

DEPT. OF GOVERNMENT, LAW
8c INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS
Present a Public Lecture
on

"CONGRESS, THE CONSTITUTION
AND THE NATION"
by

Former Congressmen
Andy Jacobs (D-Ind.)
Arlen Erdahl (R-Minn.)

on

Monday, Sept. 18
7p.m.

Unity Is Power!
Unity Day
Thursday, Sept. I 4
Small Ballroom
Keynote Speaker: Peter Matthews,
CEO, Global Visions Group
March after speaker
5 p.m.

Unity Dance
Foam Party
Friday, Sept. 15
Intramural Sports Field
Rain Site: ITT Backdrop
7 p.m.- 11 p.m.

.
WRATHER WEST KENTUCKY

Global Village
Global Fest
Saturday, Sept. 16
Winslow Commons Area
Noon- 2 p.m.

MUSEUM AUDITORIUM

Sponsored by SGAIAASSEP/IISIMSU Food Services

.
m
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Students can conquer
the freshman fifteen
Becky Paskievich
Contributing writer

Knowing health plan
solves most problems
Audrey Fequson
Contributing writer
College campuses might rival kindergarten classrooms in the magnitude of
sniffles, coughs and aches ripe for the
catching.
Preparing for such unexpected health
setbacks can be difficult - for most the
only proactive me~ure comes in the
form of a health insurance card.
Despite rising medical costs, 30.6 percent of Americans between 18 and 24 do
not have health insurance, according to
the 2005 U.S. Census.
David Waters, senior from Hartford,
Ky., was dropped from his parents' insurance on his 23rd birthday.
"I'll get it when I get a job and can pay
for it," Waters said. "It is better to not
have insurance than to have it if you
can't afford it."
While some students are lucky enough
to remain on their parents' health insurance, others share Waters's situation and
are forced to fmd other options. Students
can find plans online or visit local insurance providers.
Another option for Murray State students is the Student Injury and Sickness
Insurance plan that the University offers
through the company Student Resources.
Information about the coverage is available online at Student Resources.com.
Prices vary, with summer coverage at
$220 and coverage for the entire year
costing $863. Additional options that can
be added to the plan include vision care,
' dental and prescription drugs.
Every policy has its own eligibility
requirements. According to the 2006
Policy Brochure, Student Resources' Student Injury and Sickness Insurance
requires students to attend classes for at
least the first 31 days after the date for
which coverage is purchased.
Insured students should be aware of
events that may cause a change in their
coverage.
According to Humana-one.com, life
changes such as marriage or having a
child, are likely to affect health plan coverage and premiums. Humana advises its'
customers to contact customer services
when such an event occurs.
Graduation is another 'life change' that
affects insurance coverage for many students.
"1 will be 24 in December and will lose
my insurance because I won't be a
dependent anymore," said Ashley Jones,
senior from Princeton, Ky. "I will also be
graduated. You lose your insurance for
both those reasons."

Similarly. Jessica Bickford, senior from
Paducah, Ky., was forced to change
insurance when she married. "(Marr iage) forced me to go off my parents'
(insurance) because I am considered a
dependent," Bickford said. "Our insurance comes out of (my husband's) paycheck. We are starting to pay for our
own insurance."
For students who become ineligible for
coverage for a limited time, short term
health insurance is available.
Anthem/Blue Cross Blue Shield is one
company that offers a short term plan.
The 'Blue Short Term' Plan, found at
Anthem.com, offers coverage for 1-6
months.
Similar insurance plans can be found
at Graded.com and Medsave.com.
Although students might view health
insurance as optio~. choosing to be
uninsured can have serious consequences.
•1n that case where (students) are not
covered and something catastrophic happened, they could easily run up $100,000
credit," said Tim Contri, owner of Benefit Planners Insurance in Murray. "That
seems like a lot, but it is not really, with
the cost of health care. Specifically in the
case of students, as they are unemployed, they would be paying on that bill
for a long time."
Having insurance is not enough, Contri
said. Students must be familiar with their
insurance plan so they are able to use it
if the need arises.
"I'd say that 60 percent of students,
actually the population in general, does
not know how to use their insurance," he
said. "The most important thing is to
know how it works. They need to know
how it works before anything happens."
Part of knowing an insurance plan is
knowing what medical venues will
accept a company's coverage. Contri
says students coming to Murray from
other locations should investigate which
doctors and care centers will accept
their insurance coverage.
"With the internet it is real easy," Contri said. "Go to the insurance company's
website and ... type in the zip code and
fmd health care that will work with the
insurance provider."
For international students, not having
health insurance is not an option.
The Student Injury and Sickness lnsur·
ance provided by the Student Resources
company reads: "All International ... students taking credit hours are required to
purchase this plan unless proof of comparable coverage is provided."
Audrey Ferguson can be reached at

audreyferguson@murraystate.edu.

Winslow Dining Hall's ice cream
machine and fried corn dogs float
through the daydreams of salivating students, but their nightmares hold visions
of love handles and double chinsimages of the infamous freshman 15.
Researchers at Cornell University
reported in 2003 that a sample of college
freshmen averaged a 4.2 pound weight
gain during their first 12 weeks on campus. The typical panicipant gained 0.3
pounds per week, which the university
assessed as 20 times more than the average weekly weight gain of an American
adult.
Judy .Lyle, health educator and staff
nurse at Health Services, said although
there are often exceptions, some students do pack on the pounds during the
first few semesters.
"Sometimes students come to school
and are less active than they were in the
summer;" Lyle said. "They sit when they
study, snack more and eat late at night."
She noted that students' decisions
regarding nutrition and exercise are for
the first time independent and, oftentimes, unhealthy.
Julie Eschbach, freshman from Chicago, Ill., estimated she hasn't eaten fruit
since arriving on campus.
To counteract the changes in diet and
lifestyle, Eschbach signed on for Military
100, a physical conditioning course
offered by ROTC, so that her schedule
includes exercise.
"I personally want to fit into my jeans
at the end of the semester," Eschbach
said.
Eschbach can maintain her physique
throughout the school year by regulating
portion sizes.
"People usually think a serving size is
whatever is on their plate, but that may
actually be three servings," Judy Lyle
said.
Thinking of Winslow as an all-youcan-eat buffet can cause students to
overeat. Lyle said it's OK to sample different foods, but spread out among different meals or with small amounts.
Rather than running out the door on
an empty stomach, Lyle said, students
should eat mini-meals throughout the
day to keep blood sugar levels consistent
and maintain a healthy appetite.
"When you are starved is when you
overeat," she said.
Exercising and drinking water are
great ways to boost your metabolism the added bonus is water also keeps your
skin moisturized and helps food digestion, Lyle said.

Fast food does not have any significant
benefits yet, because of convenience and
cost, can become a staple in many college students' diet.
"Fat and salt taste good," Lyle said.
"Fast food is ok occasionally but these
foods are higher in fat and sodium.
Choose the broiled chicken patty over
the fried sandwich. If given a side choice,
choose a side salad instead of fries."
When ordering blended coffee drinks
from the Thoroughbrewed Cafe Lyle
suggested looking for lower calorie
options such as using skim milk and
sugar-free substitutes. Coffee drinks
often contain more calories than a regular meal and these adjustments will lighten the calorie content.
Beyond the academic setting, social
events in college involving food and
alcohol can trigger overindulgence for
students. While studying, students often
mindlessly snack not realizing these
additional calories expand waistlines,
Lyle said.
Dealing with a hectic schedule of
classes, club meetings and social events,
it~s easy for first-year students to disr~ ( ~
gard physical activity.
Because Murray State doesn't require
physical education or athletic involvement like some bigh schools, college students may need to)rulke an effort to
incorporate exercise into their daily routine. Lyle suggested joining an intramural team or attending an aerobics class at
the wellness center.
Becoming aware of lifestyle changes
since entering college can result in
healthy adjustments. Recognizing damaging habits can convince students to
toss the Doritos, tie up their running
shoes, and get started on a permanent
healthy lifestyle. .

Becky Paskievich can be reached at
rebecca.paskievich@murraystate.edu.

illustrations by Phil Dishon/The News
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New cartoon
release marks
lOth birthday
ofHomestar

!.Friday,
Soccer
Time TBA, international doubleelimination tournament, intramural
field, $25 team
entry fee

f

.

•Sa urday,_
Soccer
Time TBA, international doubleelimination tournament, intramural
field. $25 team
entry fee

•Sund.ay
Soccer
Time TBA, international doubleelimination tournament, intramural
field, $25 team
entry fee

Jim Burch
Contributing writer
You will know the fans by
their T-shirts, which feature a
little white cartoon character
adorned in red and sadly lacking necessary appendages.
The character's name is
Homestar, and he is the homespun celebrity of Homestar
Runner, a Web site whose offbeat humor bas become an
obsession for some college students.
Since before the turn of the
millennium, Murray State students made frequent visits to
Homestarrunner.com to check
out the site's cartoons. The storylines revolve around lovable,
clueless characters and their
everyday lives as they check
fan mail or try to get out of gym
class.
J.W. Lane, Murray State

•Tuesday
Lecture
7:30 p.m., Anya

Kemenetz, Curris
Center Ballroom,
free admission
M eeting
3:30 p.m., Murray

State Pre-Law
Association, Curris
Center Ohio Room

•Thursday
Unity Fest
5 p.m., keynote
speaker Peter
Matthews, Curris
Center Ballroom

alumnus from Atlanta, Ga.,
spoke fondly of his memories of
the site. He especially liked one
. of its comic strips featuring a
group of hapless teen girls.
"I would check the site every
day," Lane said. "I was always
looking for a new (episode oO
Teen Girl Squad."
The Facebook group "Homestar Runner Fans" boasts 78
members. some of whom list
Homestar Runner as an interest
in their Facebook proflles.
The current spike in popularity of the Web site coincides
with its IQ-year annivers;uy. To
celebrate, Homestar Runner's
creators made an animated version of their original children's
book that started it all
In July 1996, Mike Chapman
and Craig Zobel wrote and
illustrated a children's book
titled "The Homestar Runner
Enters the Strongest Man in the
World Contest."

courtesy ol hon~rrunner.com

The many charactersof the Homestarrunner.comcartoonshave entertained students with silly humor for 10 years.
Chapman and Zobel created
the book to satirize other
cheaply made children's books
sold at malls in their hometown
of Atlanta, Ga., according to
Hrwiki.org, a Web site dedicated to Homestar Runner.
Several copies of the book
were given to friends and their
feedback was positive. Mike
Chapman, along with his brother Matt, dt..>eided to take Homestar Runner to the next level.
In 1999, Mike Chapman started publis)).ing animated cartoons of Homcstar Runner and
his companions on the Internet.
The Web site gained attention via word-of-mouth publicity. Now, Homestarrunner.com
ottracts nearly 300,000 visitors
per day, according to Internet
search engine lycos.

In an interview with The
Boston Globe, Matt Chapman
told a reporter he enjoys the
freedom to create new ideas
with no restrictions.
"It's something you couldn't
do much of in another medium,
Mike and I can come up with an
idea and have it published in a
matter of hours," Chapman
said. "If you can ftnd an audience, you're your own little TV
network. It's kind of cool to be
part of something that will
hopefully turn into something
lasting for the entertainment
industry."
The Chapman brothers
receive praise from the media
for Homestar Runner. The
brothers nppeared on TV networks such as G4TV and shows
like Screen Savers.

Many students at Murray
appreciate the cornucopia of
cartoon humor on Homestarrunncr.com. Aidan Schmeckpeper, freshman from Murray,
said he loves the variety of
entertainment the site offers.
"I've enjoyed Homestar Runner for the past three years or
so," Schmeckpeper said. "I really like The Cheat. He is probably my favorite character."
From the Web site's vast col·
lection of characters to its
selection of hundreds of cartoons, it all started with the
fi rst lines in that children's
book.
"Everyone loves the Homes·
tar Runner," it reads. "He is a
terrific athlete."

jim Burch can be reached at
james.burch@murraystate.edu

~lt~
t. ,.-.:..=;
15__
Unity Fest
7 p.m., foam party,

intramural field

•Sept. 16
Unity Fest
l2 p.m., special
lunch, Winslow
Dining Hall
1 p.m., MSU, Global
Village, Winslow
Commons
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Eat More Pizza ••• . -
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Spend Le11 Dough!!!
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Enjoy Mr. Gatti's All-You-Can-Eat
Pizza & SpaGatti Buffet 7 Days a Week!!/

-----------------·
2 for$11-IJ.9! -----------------·
2 for$12.09 !
Enjoy two all-you-can-eat pizza & I
spagatti lunch buffets including drink! ~
I
Mon.-Fri. 11 a.m.- 2 p.m. Lunch ~

~

Enjoy two all-you-can-eat pizza & I
spagatti dinner buffets including drink! ~
Mon.-Fri. 4:30-8 p.m. Dinner
I
& Weekend 11 a.m. - 9 p.m.
~

Not aood with any olber offer~
lhru9·21-o6
I

Not good with any otlltr offed
tbru 9 ·21-06
I

-----------------~

-----------------·

~

Sigma Sigma Sigma

I
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CHESTNUT
STREET

a

few
The Murray State News
archives are· a great way to get
stories and photos from our
•
prOVlOUS issues. Where can
you find them? Only at:

Sara Jane Behl
Allison Powers
Sara Willet
Amber Fay
Savannah Brainerd
Amber Higgins
Lauren Daniel
Angela Arnold
Liz Oldenburg
Ashley Hartman
Lizzie Liddell
Ashley Hornbrook
Mackenzie Cook
Ashley Wild
Meaghan Quinn
Erica Grass
Megan Wrobel
Jessy Hamilton
Paige Hodum
Jodi Rickert
Sara Burdoine
Julie Eshbach
Kelby Weiter
Mary Kim Schaltenbrand
Kristen Simmonds

Congratulations!
me
(

~ave
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.Original, undubbed 'Godzilla' justifiable cult classic
•

Review

Honda portrays the carnage
solemnly, remaining respectful of
Japan's pasL Americans may not
fully grasp the ftlm's power, but the
horrors onscreen aren't easily forgotten.
Considering the age of the film,
the special effects work of Eiji Tsuburaya should easily earn the respect
of viewers.
Gojira may have been brought to
life by suit-mation, but Eiji Tsuburaya's intricate sets and use of low
camera angles effectively portrayed
the 150-foot-tall monster leveling
hundreds of city blocks.
The soundtrack of "Gojira," composed by the late Akira Ifukube, resonates from the opening credits to
the film's end. Ifukube, who composed music,in nearly every Godzilla film. created a soundtrack that
defmed the monster as a character
while also bringing about a sense of
urgency and doom with percussion
and strings.
The two-disk collector's set
includes supplemental materials
about the making of the original fllm.
Viewers can watch a featurette on
the construction ofthe original Gojira costume or a piece about the
development of the "Gojira" plotline
from start to fUlish. The first DVD
also contains the original Japanese
theatrical trailer for "Gojira."

Staff writer Phil Dishon writes the
movie reviews.

The mere name Godzllla can fill
.minds with images of men in rubber
lizard su.fts raging in a miniature
cardboard city while dubbed actors
flee in mass hysteria.
Classic Media's DVD release of
, the original uncut (and undubbed)
:Toho Co. film, "Gojira,'' puts this
:campy stereotype to rest.
It took more than 50 years, but
American audiences can fmally
experience the cult classic that
. spawned nearly 30 sequels and gave
, birth to one of cinema's most recog: nizable characters.
Originally released stateside as
the filin "Godzllla: King of the Monsters," tl:ie original film harbors little
resemblance to its American counterpart, aside from a basic storyline.
Japanese fishing boats continue to
go missing at sea due to unexplainable circumstances. Survivors of the
shipwrecks s:laim a mythical monster named Gojira is responsible for
the attacks.
As a government-sponsored
investigation ensues, paleontologist
Kyohei Yamane (Takashi Shimura)
discovers a dinosaur mutated from
hydrogen bomb tests is responsible

courtesy of monsterzero.com

Classic 'Gojlra,' also called 'Godzllla.' has maintained a cult followlnQ since 1954.
for the devastation.
The Japanese mainland faces the
atomic beast as it attacks Tokyo in a
rampage of fire and devastation.
When manlcind's strongest weapons
fail against Gojira, humanity looks to
Dr. Serizawa's (Akihiko Hirata)
newly
discovered
doomsday
weapon, the oxygen destroyer.
At first glance this plot reads
much like "The Beast From 20,000
Fathoms" or any other B-movie from

the 1950s. What truly sets it apart is
the talent of the late director !shiro
Honda.
Honda's
approach
quickly
changes from a frightening monster
movie into a poetic warning of the
dangers of the atomic age.
For Japanese viewers, this ftlm's
bleak images of desolated cities and
families destroyed by radiation poisoning reflects the same images people faced at the end of World War II.

The set also includes the theatrical cut of "Godzilla: King of the
Monsters," complete with roughly
30 minutes ofadded scenes of American actor Raymond Burr emotionlessly narrating as reporter Steve
Martin. Although this reviewer
admits to being raised on this version of the film. it still doesn't
change how much of the film's original anti-war message was lost in the
American rendition.
The "Gojira" DVD retails for no
more than $15, making it an affordable piece of movie history.
So pay no attention to the Americanized versions or the sequels. Just
sit back and enjoy a dark, poetic and
chilling classic the way its creators
intended it to be seen.
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Zero frames: Save your cash
One frame; Catch it on TV if you're
bored
Two frames: Rent it
Three frames: Head to the box office
Four frames: Hello, Criterion Collection
·

New organization strives to raise awareness of human rights
Casey Northcutt
CoUege Life Editor
In the time it takes to read a newspaper story, 25 children in sub-Saharan Africa die from poverty-related
diseases.
Every five minutes, three people in
Kenya will die from an HIV-related
illness. Every 18 minutes a woman in
the United States is beaten.
ln Murray, a small group of students has decided to take a little more
time and do something.
Penny
Smith,
senior
from
Edwardsville, Ill., spearheaded an
effort to bring Amnesty International
to campus, establishing a chapter to
stir political awareness in the campus
community.
The international humltn right~
organization has helped free more

than 40,000 prisoners of war since the
1970s, but the new local chapter has a
simpler goal in mind.
"Basically what we do is we
research human rights issues," Smith
said. "Then. we do our best to educate
students about what's going on in the
world."
A politically passionate student,
Smith joined Amnesty during high
school and remained involved until
transferring last year to Murray State
from Indiana University at Bloomington. After arriving in Murray, she said
she found many students apathetic
about the world outside campus.
"It's so easy to be in college and get
lazy about watching the news and
keeping your civic engagement up, so
maybe this group will help," Smith
said. "I think college should be a place
wh~re peoP-le are protesting, people
are doing demonstrations. It should

have a really politically active atmosphere. Murray, I think could use a lot
of help in that area."
During the organization's frrst
meeting, 20 students crowded into
the Hart Thoroughbrewed Cafe
decided to narrow their focus to five
primary issues. They chose to
research child soldiers, violence
against women, corporate liability,
refugees around the world and
HIVI AIDS issues.
Eden Davis, junior from Benton,
Ky., heads the organization's campaign to educate students about violence against women.
Amnesty works so effectively,
Davis said, because it gives protesters
credibility. If the group chooses to
write to Congress, instead of writing a
letter from 20 random students, their
petition will bear the name of an
international organization.

"It's something that is worldwide,"
Davis said, "something that has
power."
The beauty of the organization, she
said, lies in the fact that it gathers
together passionate people and gives
them an outlet for their concerns.
"Hopefully, this is a place that will
bring people together that care about
human rights, women's rights, gay
rights, free speech (and) people who
are against the death penalty," she
said.
Davis said Amnesty welcomes anyone, whether their beliefs are liberal
or conservative.
Members also don't necessarily
have to know everything about world
issues.
They might religiously watch CNN
or get their news from John Stewart's
"The Daily Show."
Davis said the group is still in a

developmental stage and must further
research its platforms and decide
exactly how to turn students'
thoughts from pop culture to politics.
Penny Smith said the group plans to
show a movie in October titled "Iraq
for Sale" about profiteering from the
War on Terror.
Final decisions have yet to be made
on other activities.
· Amnesty's No. 1 goal remains simple. It aims to inform the student body
of a world existing beyond campus- a
world full of hurting and starving
Amnesty members believe it doesn't
have to stay that V¥1Y·
Said Smith: "This group would be a
success if Murray students ... think a
few times a week, 'Hey, there's a lot
going on in the world, and maybe
there's something I can do to help.'"
Casey Northcutt can be reached at

casey.northcutt@murraystate.edu.

This leek in Entertainment
:• Albums

• Box Office

• Songs

• DVD

• Books

• Web site

L D anlty Kane
Danity Kane
l.ldlewlld
'OutKast
'3. Back to Basics
Christina Aguilera
4. Amar Es Combatlr
Mana
•5. The Ch eetah Girls 2
Movie Soundtrack

L Invincible

l.SexyBack
Justin Timberlake
2. London Bridge
Fergie
3. Give It Up to Me
Sean Paul feat. Keyshia
Cole
4. Crazy
Gnarls Barkley
S. ButtoDI
The Pussycat Dolls

L Mystic River

L Judge 8c Jury

campa.s.murraystate.ecla/

James Patterson
2. Rlcocbet
Sandra Brown
3. Hanten of Dane
Brian Herbert and Kevin
Anderson
4.The.AfPaa
Frederick Forsyth
S. Into the Storm
Suzanne Brockmann

org/IUDDeltyiat

2. The Wlckerman
3. World Trade Center

4. Barnyard

s. Accepted

Source: Billboard.com

Source: Cheri Theatres

2. Starslry and Hatch
3. Aloag Came a Spider
4. Real Gealus

S. Brother Bear 2:
Tbe Moose OD the Loose

This site explains the mission of the Murray State
Amnesty International
J. chapter. It describes the
group 's goal to undertake a
wide range of political
activism. Students can visit
the site and learn about the
chapter's current projects,
upcoming events and latest
Source: nytimes.com news.

Source: Bestbuy.com

Source: Billboard.com

To play: Complete the grid so that every
raN, column and fNerY 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9. There is no guessing
or math involved, just use logic to solve.
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PER WORD!
Classified advertising deadline
is 4 p.m.
Wednesday.
Ads may be submitted in Wilson Hall room 111 or mailed
to Classifieds, do The Murray
State News, 2609 University
Station, Murray, KY 42071
Classifieds must be paid
before lhey run.
For more information
call 809-4478.
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Students find camaraderie in sword-fighting
Phillip Dishon
Staff writer
Swords, daggers and
armor may seem like relics
of medieval times. Howl'Vcr, for the members of the
.Four Rivers Rapier Academy, they are mementos of a
friendship forged.
Brittney Mabry, graduate
student from Clarksville,
Tenn., helped found the
club last October.
"There wasn't anything
on campus that catered to
(rapier)," Mabry said. "(The
club is) kind of an offshoot
of the Society for Creative

Anachronisms. Within the
SCA we're considered a
school of rapier."
ln the SCA. Mabry said
members participate in
events recreating and reenacting medieval lifestyles.
"I actually joined the SCA
with my parents when I was
9 years old." she said.
Mabry has been fencing
for years, but her interests
drifted toward rapier.
She said at first the !iport
of rapier looks a lot like
fencing, but the two ::;ports
differ drastically because
rapier weaponry is heavier
and combat takes place in a
circular ring.

"(Rapier) is more histori·
cally accurate ... so were
going back to (fencing's)
roots," Mabry said.
Considering the potential
dangers of the sport, Mabry
said the club focuses on the
safety of its members.
"The safety rules we use
come from the SCA," she
said. "We do routine inspections on all the weapons.
(Safety) is our No. 1 concern.''
Kenya Ferrand, sophomore from Gr<'cncastle,
Ind .. said she got involved
with SCA and the Rapier
Academy during her freshman year. Ferrand said she

has also helped teach new
members of the club the
basics of the sport of rapier.
"Well, we start out with
footwork, which is basically
how to move on the field,"
she said. "Learning your
footwork is the most crucial
(aspect) of rapier."
In combat, Ferrand said
new members first learn
how to defend themselves.
"We start with all of the
defensive stuff, and then we
do offensive stuff," she said.
"And after that, we put
everyone in armor and all
go have fun."
Ferrand said the club bas
allowed her to meet new

people and get more
involved with the SCA on a
national level by attending
combat tournaments.
"Aside from the actual
fighting part ... it is also the
social aspect of it (that I
enjoy)," Mabry said. "I get
to meet people I would have
never met before in my life."
Eric Suratt, freshman
from Dresden, Tenn., said
he found out about the club
because of fliers he saw on
campus.
"The mt!dieval stuff is
cool, but I mostly want
practice," Suratt said. "rd
like to be good enough to
start entering tournaments...

Suratt, who has been fencing for 10 years, said he
became a ml:mher of the
club to improve his coordination and change his mindset in the sport.
"It makes stuff like tests
look a little bit more mundane," he said.
Students interested in
joining the Four Rivers
Rapier Academy can contact Brittney Mabry at
kel@thewol fwalker. net.
The club meets Tuesdays in
the Carr Health dance studio.
Phillip Dishon can be
reached at phillip.dishon@
murraystate.edu.

Lacey Smith,
sophomore
from Paducah, Ky., and
Kevin Colbert, freshman from
Grand Rivers,
Ky.. practice
the basic
fencing
diagonal
movement.
Graduate student Brlttney Mabry's Tuesday night rapier class practices fundamental forward and backward motion.
photo!> hy Jonathan BurnS/contributor
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